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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Submitted by: Barbara Puchala
president@bcgardenclubs.com

The AGM is just around the corner!
EXECUTIVE BOARD
PRESIDENT
Barbara Puchala
president@bcgardenclubs.com
1st VICE PRESIDENT
Cindy Tataryn
1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com
2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Mas Tanizawa
2vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com

It time for the Annual General Meeting and that means that there will be some
business covered—items such as the reports from the various Board Members
giving an update on what we’ve been doing during the past year. It is also
ELECTION TIME—there are four positions available—President, Secretary,
Second Vice-President and Scholarship Trust Committee Member. Both our
current Secretary (Sandra Froese) and the Scholarship Trust Member (Bev
Welsh) have indicated that they will not stand again. They have both served
the Council with great commitment and they will be missed. However, Sandra
is on the record as being willing to continue on special projects and tasks to
assist the Council’s Board.
The Terms of Reference for these positions are available on our website
(http://www.bcgardenclubs.com/executive.html) as well as in this Bulletin.
Please review them and if you or someone you know would be interested in
standing for any of these positions, please email contact information to either
Louis Peterson (lpeterso@sfu.ca ) or Cindy Tataryn
(1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com) .

SECRETARY
Sandra Froese
secretary@bcgardenclubs.com

We will also be voting on the Motion that was tabled at the Fall Meeting,
regarding the change to the Nominating Committee. This is a change to the
Constitution and will require a two-thirds majority to pass. Please review the
proposed amendment on our website or in this Bulletin.

TREASURER
Ruby Miller
treasurer@bcgardenclubs.com

Our main guest speaker will be Tom Baumann from the University of Fraser
Valley who will be talking about fruits for the urban garden. He is also donating
500 Albion strawberry plants! We will be selling these at $1 a plant with all the
proceeds going to the Scholarship Trust Fund. They may be bundled in 5 or 10.
(Please note—I have dibs on the first bundle!)

BULLETIN EDITOR
vacant
newsletter@bcgardenclubs.com
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Louis Peterson
lpeterso@sfu.ca

SCHOLARSHIP TRUST FUND
scholarship@bcgardenclubs.com
CHAIR
Richard Zuk
TREASURER
Bev Welsh
SECRETARY
Evelyn Rawcliﬀe
Cover Photos from the Ladner Seedy
Saturday courtesy of Sandra Peters
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Lynne White will be explaining what Floral Art is all about. I have always
admired floral arrangements and really admired the talent it takes to create
some of these stunning arrangements. Lynne will be giving us a crash course in
the various types of arrangements and she will be assisted by several designers
who will create the arrangement that will be shown in development and
displayed during the meeting.
As always, a great lunch will be served (don’t forget the delicious cookies in the
afternoon) and there will be the usual awesome Door Draw with draw
donations from the clubs in attendance. There are always some really great
items donated. And of course, there will be vendors who always have great
deals and information for us.
Make sure you get your registrations in. Early bird deadline is March 2 and you
can register online at http://bcgardenclubs.eventbrite.ca?s=31965172 .or you
can download the registration form from our website and mail it in along with
your cheque.
(Continued on page 3)

(Continued from page 2)

I’ve been wearing several hats this past month or so—
we have not been able to find someone to take over the
editing of the Bulletin, so I have had to step in to do it.
We are looking for someone to step in to take over the
editing.
We have also been working on the new website design
and I have been working with James. I am hoping that
the new website will be live in time for the AGM. So it
has been a super busy month.
And speaking of mutli-hats . . .
We need help! There are a lot of projects on the go by
the Board and with only 6 board members (currently only
5) we need some volunteers who can help out . Much of
the help we need can be done by persons outside the
Lower Mainland—you just need internet access!
Contact me at president@bcgardenclubs.com.
We would love to have at least two people for each of
these positions to backup for each other). Please check
the Volunteer section out so see if you or someone you
know can help.

Answering emails to our general mailbox: This
involves logging into the info@bcgardenclubs.com
mailbox and either answering the emails, or
forwarding the emails to the appropriate person to
deal with. The mailbox should be accessed a couple
of times a week and would involve a time
commitment of 10 to 15 minutes each time. This
will give you an opportunity to learn more about
how the Council functions and come in contact with
new people. If you can answer emails, you have the
skills to do this task!
Bulletin Editor: We need someone willing to
produce The Bulletin and fulfil the balance of the
Editor position until March 2016, The Bulletin is
produced every two months. This position does
require some expertise in editing a newsletter.
Webmasters: We are currently redoing our
website to a Wordpress format and we will need
someone to maintain, monitor and update the site
as needed.
Judging Manual: We need plant experts and gurus
to assist in updating the various sections in the
manual.
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Secretary’s Report
Submitted by Sandra Froese
secretary@bcgardenclubs.com
I have enjoyed the past two years as Secretary to BC
Council. I absolutely encourage any and all of you to
seriously consider taking on a term on council. It is
time well spent. I have worked with good people
who worked hard on your behalf. Some of the
projects initiated during the past two years are
beginning to bear fruit and will make
communications, registration for meetings and other
ongoing work easier.
The Council has a unique role. It is home to many
diﬀerent aspects of gardening,
including (but not limited to)
research, home gardening,
community or allotment gardening,
floral art and specialty plant groups.
It brings members of these groups
together which permits us to acts in
certain useful ways: we pool our
resources to fund scholarships; we
provide a forum for exchange of
information and discussion of
relevant issues; we can be a voice to raise our
concerns related to those issues and, because we
have upwards of 13,000 members, we can be heard
in a way that individually we wouldn’t be heard. We
also form an identifiable group that allows us to
access liability insurance for our clubs and gardens. I
value the role of the BC Council of Garden Clubs.
I am leaving the Board after my two-year term for
the following reasons:

1) it takes a certain amount of time, energy and
attention and I have less of these available now; I
expect to be away a great deal in the next year.
2) I think having new people take on some of the
roles brings fresh perspective to the group.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve!
I will be available for specific tasks that can be
completed in a flexible time frame and I’m looking
forward to continuing to work with the Executive
Board.

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Ruby Miller

treasurer@bcgardenclubs.com
Well, my first year as Treasurer has passed, the Audit
has been done with no major issues, and I have put
together that Audit Report, the Financials and the
Budget for the AGM! These will be included in your
delegate ‘s packages.
This process of becoming a new member of the
executive and familiarizing myself with all the aspects
of the Council and my place in it have consumed
many hours over the last year. It took a lot of review
of the records to determine the best way to organize
them and set up a viable system that works for me as
well as QuickBooks.
With QuickBooks Online the Council has the ability to
get current “Up-To-Date” reports whenever we
request them. This is giving us all a better oversight
on our finances for those future endeavours which
will benefit all clubs better and communicate quicker
(i.e. website upgrade, etc.).
Also remember, we need your input to determine
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what goals you would like us to work on next.
MY latest goal was renewing all the memberships,
which include insurance. I am still waiting for some
Clubs and Gardens that have not sent in their
renewals for 2015. Just a reminder, your
membership runs from January to December. For
those who are new to ‘your’ Club’s executive,
although your membership runs on a fiscal year,
your insurance runs from March to March, so get
those forms in. After all, insurance companies won’t
want to wait and will be sending us their invoice
March 1st. I have also checked with them and rates
are remaining the same for the next year, including
those that require that extra liability. So, get those
forms in, Please!
Now, as you get out there to clean up after the
winter, vision that fantastic garden under the blown
branches, and dead leaves just waiting for you to
find it!

TERMS OF REFERENCE For positions being elected in odd-numbered
years. Positions are held for a two year except for Scholarship Trust Committee
which is for a three term.

THE PRESIDENT:
Position can be held for a maximum
of two consecutive two year terms.
The President has the responsibility
to:
 Lead and manage within the

parameters established by the
Council Board, Council members
and Council committees.
 Report to the Council Board and

Council Members and make
recommendations regarding the
Council’s vision and mission.
 Develop and recommend strategic

plans to the Executive Board for the
implementation of the Council’s
vision and mission.
 Direct and monitor the Council’s

activities.
 Act as primary spokesperson for the

BC Council of Garden Clubs.
 Call and attend Board Executive

meetings and provide regular
reports to the Executive Board
 Submit an annual budget for the

position to the Treasurer for the
Annual General Meeting.
 Prepare a report to the Council

membership to be presented at
each of the Council’s meetings.
THE SECRETARY:
The Secretary has the responsibility
to:
 Facilitate, in consultation with the

President, notification of meetings,
preparation and distribution of
agenda items.
 Ensure arrangement for meetings

are met (booking the space and
ensuring payment by the
Treasurer).
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 Prepare accurate, complete

minutes of Executive Board
Meetings and BC Council of Garden
Clubs’ Meetings, to include, but not
limited to the date and time of
meeting, form and venue, present
and absent Executive Board
members, confirmation of quorum
 Record of all decisions taken, brief

summary of all issues discussed and
any directives or authorizations
given by the Board, or a
Committee, or the members.
 Record whether resolutions were

unanimous or include dissents.
Election results should be noted.
 Retain and safeguard the official

Board and Committee Minute
Books and Corporate documents.
 Oversee Membership records and

Members’ Liability Insurance
records including ensuring
payments are received and
premiums are paid.
 Attend Board Executive meetings

and provide regular reports to the
board
 Submit an annual Secretary budget

to the Treasurer for the Annual
General Meeting.
 Provide a report to the members at

the Annual General Meeting
THE SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT
The Second Vice-President has the
responsibility to:
 Promote the Council’s meetings,

including ensuring that appropriate
flyers and information is developed
and distributed to the membership
(Bulletin, website, etc).
 Overseeing the registration

process, including but not limited
to working with the Treasurer to

ensure payments are received,
tracking registrations, confirming a
quorum.
 Presenting a final report to the

Board after each meeting.
 Attend Board Executive meetings

and provide regular reports to the
Board
 Submit an annual 2nd VP budget

to the Treasurer for presentation
at the Annual General Meeting.
 Confirm a quorum at the

beginning of each Council Meeting
and as requested.
 Provide a report to the members

at the Annual General Meeting.
SCHOLARSHIP TRUST COMMITTEE:
The Committee has the responsibility
to:
 Oversee the annual disbursement

of scholarship funds by VanCity
Community Foundation
 Ensure that educational institutes

are awarding the funds as per the
criteria set by the Committee
 Promote the fund to the member

clubs, encourage donations and
participate in fundraising activities
on behalf of the Fund, including
organizing and coordinating
vendor tables at the Council’s
AGM and Fall meetings,
 Provide a report to the member

clubs at the Annual General
Meeting and the Fall Meeting,
 Provide regular reports to the BC

Council of Garden Clubs Executive
Board by the Chair of the
Committee who is also a member
of the Executive.
 Submit a budget for committee

activities at the AGM
 Committee Chair to attend Board

Executive meetings and provide
regular reports to the board.

NOTICE OF MOTION
Presented at the Fall Meeting, October 18, 2014
The following motion will be presented at the 2015 Annual General Meeting of the BC Council of Garden Clubs.
This motion proposes to make a change to the Constitution of the BC Council of Garden Clubs and will require a
two-thirds majority to pass.
CURRENT BY-LAW:
Article 3: ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS
Item 5: The past president shall chair the Nominating Committee, which commences no later than three (3)
months prior to the AGM. The Chairperson may recruit up to three additional members to assist.
These additional members are subject to the approval of the Executive.
PROPOSED CHANGE:
Article 3:
Item 5:

ELECTION AND APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS
A Nominations Committee to seek candidates for the Executive Board shall be formed by the
Executive Board no later than five months prior to the Annual General Meeting.
a) The Executive Board shall appoint a Chairperson who is not a member of the current Executive
Board
b) The appointed Chairperson may recruit up to three additional members to form the Committee.
c) Committee members are subject to the approval of the Executive Board.
d) The Nominations Committee will appoint one of the committee members to conduct the
elections at the Annual General Meeting.

RATIONALE FOR CHANGE:
It has come to the notice of the Executive Board that the requirement for the Past President to be responsible
for the Nominating Committee for 2 or possibly 4 years after completing service to the Council as President
could be an unnecessarily onerous expectation. The current by-law provides no flexibility for the Board to
establish an eﬀective Nominations Committee should the Past President be unwilling or unable to serve in this
capacity. Should the Past President be unable or unwilling to serve as Chair, the Council would technically be in
violation of its Constitution if it appointed someone else. The current Constitution provides no other alternative
to this situation.
The proposed change gives the Council the ability to appoint a Chair regardless of the availability of the Past
President.

VOTING ON A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDEMENT
When the motion is made, the all
members will have the opportunity to ask
questions, discuss and propose
amendments to the proposed
amendment.

been made and voted on, the original
amendment (as amended or not) will be
voted on by the Delegates.

Any proposed amendments to the original
amendment must be voted on first.

A two-thirds majority of the Delegates
present is required to pass an
amendment to change the Constitution.

Once all proposed amendments have
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Please note that only Delegates may cast
a vote. Each member club has one vote.

Seedy Saturday
Ladner, BC

Submitted by Sandy Peters

A sensational seed swap took place in the fabulous Harris
Barn, Ladner, the 21st and 22nd of February, 2015. There
were seeds, seeds and more seeds, including seed
potatoes. As well, there were wonderful presentations of
tomato plants, sweet peas, succulents, cacti, tender spring
flowers, herbs, hardy perennials, blueberry plants, horse
manure, gardening tools, kelp products, hand bags, bird
houses, honey, a watering system, and much more.
Thanks to the organizing skills of Lynn Dick, (Evergreen
Garden Club and the Ladner Community Garden Society,
members of the BCCGC'S), Kristin Crouch, President of
LCGS, Don Bruchet, and the many cheerful knowledgeable
volunteers, the event was a huge success. The spirit of
cooperation, sharing, caring and goodwill was evident in the
beaming faces and the sound of the happy hum of this
beehive of activity.

SpeakersThomas Hobbs, Brian Minter, Robin Leake,
Darlene Tanaka, Kim Greenwood, Botanus and Don
Bruchet gave informative and entertaining talks and
demonstrations.
The Harris Barn is a delightful high ceilinged eclectic mix of
historical and modern elements, from the heated floors to
the warm wood beams, rope ladder and roped balcony
railings. Strategically placed clerestory admits dramatic
shards of light to dramatically illuminate the building's
spaces.
To view more photos, check out http://
ladnercommunitygarden.blogspot.ca/
Bookmark your 2016 calendar so you won't miss this
spectacular community event next year.
Happy Gardening.
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Submitted by Katherine A. Enns

The Castlegar Garden Club was founded in 1991 in Bob
Switzers’ kitchen and now includes several enthusiastic
gardeners. We meet monthly to socialize, talk about
plants and share ideas. The CGC is an active fund raiser
(and fun raiser!) for the combined communities of the
West Kootenay and includes members from Beasley to
Trail. During winter months, the CGC meets on the third
Wednesday of every month, usually at the Castlegar
Community Centre, where we have a guest speaker, a
delicious snack and coﬀee break and then a short formal
meeting (our president knows how to keep it brief!).
Our guest speakers have included such diverse and
appealing local and regional experts as Juliet Craig, on
the importance of bats in the Kootenay Ecosystem, Axel
Krause on Mason Bee keeping, Jim Brockmeyer on
gardening with willows and grasses, and many others.

In the
summer we
meet for a
potluck
supper in the
gardens of
our
members,
and a good
time is
always had
by all.

The Castlegar Garden Club has a booth every year at
Garden and Nature Fest, this year on 23 of May, 2015 at
the Castlegar Complex. Featured are the local growers
started veggies, an extensive collection of perennials,
annuals and shrubs,
as well as baked
goods and garden
art.
Gardening is our
passion, so when
the Blue Grass
Festival in July, and
the Pass Creek Fall
Fair in September
occur, members donate flowering plants to Blossoms for
Biﬀy’s; our flowers are collected and placed in the
washrooms at this event.
The CGC also sponsors Adopt a Road, keeping the entry
way clear to Castlegar’s fabulous Millenium Walkway and
new stepped swimming pools on the edge of the Columbia
River. This also makes a scenic retreat for a walk after the
Garden Tour.

We welcome new members, and any interested person can
attend our featured speakers events.

We sponsor a
fund raising Plant Sale, featuring hard to find shrubs,
trees, perennials, annuals, and veggies all in great
condition at bargain prices. This year, the Plant Sale will
be held at the Castlegar Railway Museum on the 2nd of
May, 2015 from 9 AM to noon. This sale is a treat for
local gardeners and plant lovers to visit, socialize and
find that uncommon or lovely plant.
We also host a local Garden Tour of private gardens
every summer. This year it will be held on June 28th. Our
long term members spend a lot of time visiting and
preparing the town for this event. As many as 8 to 12
glorious private gardens of the Castlegar and
surrounding areas are made available to the public for
that one day. The CGC Garden Tour is well attended,
with proceeds of donations going to local and
international charities for use in the local community.
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Please contact Wendy Eggleton
(wendy.eggleton@icloud.com) for information.

BC/Yukon Peony Show, Castlegar BC,
June 26-28, 2015
Plans for the BC/Yukon region Peony show this June
are well underway. Details about how to enter,
what to enter, luncheon tickets, etc, is on line at
www.peonyfarm.ca. Additional articles regarding
“shipping and transporting peonies”, “cutting
blossoms in
marshmallow stage
to open later” and
many other
specialty peony
articles are found
on the Canadian
Peony Society
website,
www.peony.ca and
PSblogspot ,
through the links.

Entries: June 26, 4-6 pm, June 27, 7-11 am.
Judging: June 27, 11-4 pm. ,
Entrants see their ribbons 4:30 pm
Open to Public June 28
Entries are encouraged from all over BC, AB, and the
Pacific Northwest. We would be delighted to
receive entries from further east: the mid-west,
Saskatchewan, Ontario and Quebec. This is the first
judged show ever put on in the BC/Yukon region, so
we are asking people to participate in something
new and exciting. Are you game to enter peony
buds or arrangements? This is a fantastic
opportunity to participate in our “One and Only
Peony Show in BC” and one you will remember
forever.
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Tickets for Chief Judge Carol Adelman’s presentation
on “Growing and caring for Peonies”, noon June 27th,
are available via Paypal at www.peonyfarm.ca.
Limited seating, buy soon.
The Sandman Hotel in Castlegar, BC, the peony show
venue, is oﬀering discounted room rates (quote code
229492) 250-365-8444
This peony show is being held in conjunction with the
Annual Castlegar Garden Club garden tour, google/
facebook for presence and up to date information

COMING EVENTS
March 14, 2015

April 18, 2015

BC Council of Garden Clubs Annual
General Meeting, Firefighters
Banquet and Conference Centre,
6515 Bonsor Ave., Burnaby BC .
Early Bird Registration ends March 2,
2015. $35 Early Bird, after March
2—$40.

B.C. Fuchsia and Begonia Society
Annual Plant, Bake and Craft Sale,
9:00am to 3:00pm at VanDusen
Botanical Garden, 37th and Oak
Street, Vancouver. Free Admission.

For information check the website
www.bcgardenclubs.com.

March 14-14, 2015
The Victoria Orchid Society Spring
Show and Sale “High on Orchids” at
Our Lady of Fatima Hall, 4635 Elk
Lake Drive, Victoria.
Saturday from 9am to 5 pm, Sunday
from 11:30pm to 4 pm.
Admission $7, Seniors & Students $6
and children under 12 free with
adult.
For information go to
www.victoriaorchidsociety.com

March 17, 2015
POCO Garden Club presents Thomas
Hobbs—”Dreaming Big: creating a
new 20 acre garden” at 7pm at
Trinity United Church, 2211 Prairie
Avenue, Port Coquitlam (corner of
Shaughnessy and Prairie).
Admission $10. See ad on page 8.

April 11, 2015
The Vancouver Dahlia Society will
be holding their annual tuber sale
from 10 am to 4 pm, April 11, 2015
in the Floral Hall, Van Dusen
Botanical Gardens, 37th and Oak St.,
Vancouver,BC.
Information at
www.vancouverdahliasociety.com
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April 26, 2015

For more information contact
Catherine at 604-336-3251 or Lorne
at 604-444-4461.

Annual Plant Sale at VanDusen
Botanical Garden from 10 am to 4
pm.

April 26, 2015

Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of
the Garden 40,000 plants for sale on
the Great Lawn. Admission is free for
this one day only.

Annual Plant Sale at VanDusen
Botanical Garden , 10 am—4 pm.
Celebrating the 40th Anniversary of
the Garden , 40,000 plants for sale on
the Great Lawn.
Admission is free for this one day
only.
Contact information:
www.vandusengarden.org

April 14, 2015
Attention all Floral Designers:
The Victoria Flower Arrangers
Guild presents an extraordinary
evening with internationally known
AIFD designer, Hitomi Gilliam.
6:30pm to 10 pm at 813 Darwin
Avenue, Saanich, BC.. Doors open at
6:15 pm. Refreshments served and
door prizes from Hitomi’s
presentation.
Ticket cost $50.00 available at these
floral outlets: Brown’s , (Sidney),
Poppies, Jennings, Mayfair
(Westshore), Art Knapp (Mattick’s
Farm).

For information contact Connie Smith
1-250-818-2156

Contact information:
www.vandusengarden.org

May 8-9, 2015
Chilliwack Floral Art Club presents its
Spring Show of judged floral art
designs by its members from 10 am to
5 pm at the Chilliwack Mall 45610
Luckakuck Way, Chilliwack. Free
Admission. For further information
contact geoell@telus.net.

May 9th 2015
The Ladysmith Saltair Garden Club
Plant Sale at Aggie Hall, corner of
Symonds & 1st Ave. (at the
roundabout) Ladysmith. Doors open
at 9 am. Members grown & raised
annuals, perennials, shrubs, herbs,
vegetable starts and houseplants as
well as “experienced” garden
equipment will be for sale.
Raffle at door. Admission free.
Help support our local student award.
For information contact
jrawek@shaw.ca.

SO WHAT IS A DELEGATE?
Barbara Puchala, President
Under the Constitution of the BC Council of Garden
Clubs, each Affiliated Member Club (AMC) has one
vote. The vote is cast at the Council’s meetings by the
delegate who is chosen by the AMC to represent the
club at the Council Meetings.

Most clubs don’t have an official delegate. When a
Council Meeting is scheduled, they select someone
who is willing to attend the meeting and appoint them
as their delegate. Sometimes these delegates report
back to their club the details of the Council meeting
and sometimes they do not.
The Delegate’s responsibility at the Council Meeting is
to cast a vote on behalf of their club should there be a
vote on issues aﬀecting the BC Council of Garden
Clubs. At the AGM this means electing the President
and Board Executives as well as voting on any

Constitutional Amendments. These activities directly
aﬀect the role of the Council.
For some time, the Council has been suggesting to
the Member Clubs that they consider an official
Council Delegate—someone who would be willing to
receive information from the Council in the form of
The Bulletin, special mailings and other forms of
communications and then pass this information on to
the members of the club. The club will be aware of
what the Council is doing and will be able to submit
their concerns and questions to the Council,
Please give some serious consideration to establishing
an official Council Delegate for your organization.
If you have any questions or comments, please drop a
line to president@bcgardenclubs.com.

The Victoria Orchid Society Spring Show and Sale
High on Orchids
Saturday March 14th

and Sunday March 15th
Our Lady of Fatima Hall
4635 Elk Lake Drive
(across the road from the Commonwealth Pool)
Lots of fee parking
Open to the Public:
Saturday, March 14th—9 am to 5 pm
Sunday, March 15th—11:30 am to 4 pm

Admission: $7
Seniors and Students $6,
Children under 12 free with adult

For further information: www.victoriaorchidsoicety.com
Come to see fabulous displays of orchids from all over the world.
Local and international sellers will have lots of healthy orchids for sale.
Free culture sheets and mini-workshops on orchid culture on Sunday afternoon.
Don’t wait for summer, bring lovely blooms into your house now.
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