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President’s Message  
No one can accuse us of being boring!  The Fall meeting of the BC 
Council of Garden Clubs was held and even though we had some 
challenges, the end result was a great time for everyone who attended. 

W
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 e had experienced some technical                
  difficulties at the beginning and               
had to wait until the stores opened at 10 
am before the problem could be resolved 
– but we managed to go forward and we 
covered everything on the agenda. 
Delegates received all the reports in their 
packages so they will be able to share this 
information with their clubs.  

I do want to thank all those persons who 
helped me keep on track and pointed out 
some shortcomings. It is nice to know that 
there are people who were paying 
attention!   

A Notice of Motion was introduced. This will 
be an amendment to our Constitution and 
will be voted on at the Annual General 
Meeting in March. This will be posted on the 
website and will also be sent out to all the 
members in an upcoming Bulletin Express. 

We were fortunate to have a scholarship 
recipient from the University of the Fraser 
Valley, Terisha Mitchell, speak to us about 
what receiving her scholarship meant to her. 
It was obvious to all of us just how 
passionate she is about her chosen field. 
Terisha enjoyed herself immensely and is 
hoping to join us again, maybe along with 
some of her fellow students. The love of 
gardens, plants, and all areas horticultural is 
alive and well with our younger generation. 
Please consider a donation to the 
Scholarship Trust Fund to help keep the 
flame alive.   

We then had a presentation about Facebook 
by James Neufeld. How clubs can use this 
social medium to promote their clubs and 
their activities was the topic. James had set 

up a Facebook page the night before and I 
had emailed the Bulletin Express out at 
about 10 pm asking people to Like us so we 
had some traffic to show during the 
demonstration. It seriously shows how 
quickly and easily the internet allows us to 
be in contact. Within an hour of emailing the 
members, we had over 20 Likes. During the 
meeting, the whole concept of Likes and 
why they were important was explained. 
Those attendees with Smart Phone were 
encouraged to Like our Facebook page, and 
James in turn, showed how to Like other 
sites. Several attendees gave us their 
Facebook page and the BC Council of 
Garden Clubs liked their pages then and 
there. So now we have a link to those clubs 
and we can now keep in touch.  

By the end of the meeting we had 52 Likes 
and by Sunday morning, we were up to 82. 
The stats show that these Likes gives us a 
possible reach of over 397 people! We 
have had several people post comments 
about the meeting as well as pictures. So feel 
free to pop in and have a look at our page -
www.facebook.com/bcgardenclubs or search 
Facebook for BC Council of Garden Clubs. 

And of course we had our featured speaker, 
Des Kennedy who was a hit with the audience. 
I noticed several people laughing hard with 
tears in their eyes. I think we all agree that his 
comments about the ‘typical’ garden club 
meeting was not only hilarious, but very close 
to the mark!   

Our other speaker, Fred Collay, introduced us 
to the concept of living walls and their 
benefits. I now have one of the small magnetic

Continued on Page Three
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 Executive Reports

Continued from Page Two 

holders filled with a plant on my fridge. I’m 
now planning to see if I can add some of 
this living wall art to other rooms. It does 
help to know that cats won’t be able to 
actively ‘enjoy’  the plants! 

The meeting ended, as usual, with our 
Door Prize Draws – always a popular 
event. We do want to thanks all the clubs 
for donating prizes – there were some 
very interesting plants and related items 
on the table, I’m sure the winners had a 
hard time choosing their items. 

Our next major priority is to update the 
website. We have been working on a list of 
responsibilities for the webmaster, and 
once this is completed, we will be looking 
for someone to fulfill this position.   

We will be posting all the reports from the 
Fall Meeting on the website within the next 
couple of weeks. In the meantime, check 
with your Delegate for these reports. If 
your Delegate did not attend the meeting, 
please send me an email at:   
 president@bcgardenclubs.com       
and I will email the reports to you. 

It was a great meeting and so far the 
meeting survey responses have been 
generally positive. We should have the 
final survey results report ready in about 
two weeks. The Executive Board will be 
reviewing the report and identifying areas 
where we can improve. 

Our next meeting will be our 2015 Annual 
General Meeting which will be held on 
March 14, 2015. I hope to see you all 
there! 

Barbara Puchala, President 
BC Council of Garden Clubs

I hope you took some time this Summer to 
enjoy all the work you did in your garden. 
With the never-ending list of chores to do, 
it’s not always easy to just sit back, relax and 
enjoy what you have created.  

I spent the summer staining my house but 
had to take a hiatus during the heat wave.  
Now that that chore is done, the cedar 
hedge needs trimming and the containers 
need to be dealt with before it gets too 
cold.   

This fall, our Events Committee 
Chairperson, Elaine Senft resigned. Thank 
you to Elaine for helping out in that 
position. We are now looking for people 
who would like to attend events, hand out 
pamphlets from the various garden clubs, 
answer questions and generally encourage 
the public to join garden clubs. If you are 
interested in helping out for a few hours 
please contact me. 

I am always looking for more entries to add 
to the Speakers’ List. If you would like to be 
put on the Speakers’ List or if your club has 
had a good speaker that you think other 
clubs would like to hear, please contact me 
with the name, phone number or e-mail 
address of the person so that I can pass the 
information along to other clubs. That 
would be gratefully appreciated! 

I still have several hundred mini-binders for 
sale for $1.00 each. Some suggestions for 
use could be Seed Savers, Garden Journals, 
Photo Albums, Cook Books, Etc. Let me 
know if you are interested in buying some 
binders. 
Cheers, 
Cindy Tataryn, 1st Vice President  
B C Council of Garden Clubs 
1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com 
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Barbara Puchala,  
President

Cindy Tataryn,  
1st Vice President

Sandra Froese,  
Secretary

It is time to renew club affiliation with BC 
Council. You will find the forms as 
additions to this Bulletin. These are the 
forms that allow you to apply for your 
annual membership in the BC Council of 
Garden Clubs and to purchase group 
Liability Insurance through the Council—
so they are important. There have been no 
significant changes in insurance rates for 
2015. There are two different sets of 
forms this year—one for Allotment and 
Community Gardens and one for all other 
Garden Clubs, Specialty Clubs, Public and 
Display Gardens and others.  

The Allotment and Community Gardens 
forms include the rates for surcharges 
based on size of the garden that ONLY 
apply to them. Choose the set of forms 
appropriate to your organization, print it, 
fill in the information and get it in by the 
December 31st deadline. PLEASE, and 
THANK YOU!  

Forms will be mailed out to clubs that 
don’t have email contact information 
registered with the Council. 

We have simplified the handling of the 
forms this year and our Treasurer, Ruby 
Miller, will be able to use QuickBooks to 
get the receipts out to clubs promptly. It 
should be a simpler, less stressful process 
this year but if you have questions or need 
clarification please email or phone me: 
secretary@bcgardenclubs.com or 
604.823.7335. 

Don’t forget that we are online as always at 
our web address and now have added a 
Facebook Page. We hope that you’ll post a 
link to our page from your own FB Page. 
Our website: www.bcgardenclubs.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bcgardenclubs 
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Powell River 
Garden Club 
Sandy Peters,  
BC Fuchsia & Begonia Society 

   iviera of the Sunshine Coast: on the        
 beautiful rocky shores of the Salish          
Sea, a mild climate, almost non-existent 
snowfall, sunshine galore and vistas to 
ocean, sky and mountains, sandy beaches, 
wooded fishing holes. Truly stunning: 
Powell River, home to the Powell River 
Garden Club, 160 warm-hearted 
members. 

The PRGC functions as a dynamic force of 
gardeners from all walks of life. Having 
settled on solid rock and sand, these 
gardeners have had an enormous 
challenge. As a result, there exists, among 
the PRGC members, an accelerated 
problem-solving gardening culture. Part 
of their credo is: buy “tried and proven” 
specimens grown locally but also 
experiment, constantly share ideas, offer 
advice and ask questions in a very affable 
social manner. All this in Canadian Plant  
Hardiness Zones: 7b to 9. 

The PRGC has been gifted with many 
brilliant organizers. One, of whom I first 
met through an email, Margaret (Past 
President) quickly arranged a series of 
garden visits involving  afternoon tea, 
socializing and pictures. Her own garden 
is a creatively terraced steep slope of 
sandy soil, charming vignettes, amazing 
edibles, hostas, flowers, vines and an 
ancient gorgeous gnarled eucalyptus tree. 
Asked of the club's success, she explained, 
“the people form a cohesive unit” which 
responds to requests from club members 
as well, as from the Powell River 
Community at large. Whether it be  

design advice or hands-on gardening help, 
one need only put up the call and “people 
show up . . . “ as they did, to help create 
the Native Plant Garden at Lang Creek 
Salmon Hatchery in conjunction with 
Pacific Salmon Foundation and the Powell 
River Salmon Society. There I met some of 
the many people involved: Heidi, Gail, 
Tommy, Michael, John, Lane, Liz, ad 
infinitum. 

We then ventured out to Gwen's and 
Doug's, who have successfully created a 
wonderful “park-like” garden, with room 
for native plants, reflecting pond, bamboo 
“roundels,” rotating barrel composters and 
gazebo. In the works: a giant swing with 
salvaged timbers from a very old larch. 
Doug, says he's only responsible for hard 
labour,” having had to bring in and put in 
place raised beds of soil before gardening 
could begin. As you will see from the 
photos, there is some engineering and 
artistry going on as well. The view: breath- 
taking!  

Gwen is presently responsible for Garden 
Visits for the entire club, one off the 
peninsula and several on, and also a visit to 
Welcome Harvest Farm on Texada Island, 
from which the club receives organic 
fertilizers. 

At Gwen's, I was able to ask a few members 
why PRGC is special to them: 

Liz: Everyone works well together, there's a 
good feel; also, we've relegated club 
business (the minutes and treasurer's 
report) to a back table at meetings, thus 
giving first priority to plant-growing 
discussion. 

Joyce: The energy, it's the best social event 
even if you don't garden. (cont. page 5) 
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Continued from page 4 . . . 

Sandra: You don't have to have a garden, 
use containers. The coming together of 
different ideas and new techniques, 
nothing is set in stone. 

Michael: The Spring Plant Sale 

Rena: I love the girls and guys of the club, 
everyone is unique. 

Lexie: Garden visits, programs, exercise, 
wonderful speakers within the club and 
from outside. 

Denise: I wasn't a gardener, but received a 
free membership from a former employer,

 Spotlight
Powell River 
Garden Club
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More Info: www.backyardgreenhouse.ca | 1-604-551-4701

Garden Year-Round with Ease
* No Assembly Required (Not a Kit)
* Virtually No Maintenance
* Lifetime Warranty
* 3x Insulation R-Value of Glass
* 4 Sizes to Fit Your Yard
* The Best Lighting for your Plants
 

and have been a member for 8 years: 
learning about fruit trees and raised beds. 

Carola: The club is welcoming, friendly 
and involved; excellent speakers. 

The next garden, on the beach belonged 
to Michael and Rob, a captivating 
collection of rhododendron, 
clerodendrum poppy, hydrangea aspira, 
rugosa roses, abelia, evergreen 
honeysuckle, toad lily and charming 
garden sculptures. 

The following visit, two side by side 
gardens, on an extreme slope down to

 the water's edge. Liz and Eric on one 
side and Rena and Lane on the other. 
More unbelievable views, gardening 
feats and rare plants including a choke 
cherry from Manitoba. 

The rest stop on the way back up the 
vertical incline saved us. Whew! 

A cordial and sincere thank-you to all of 
the wonderful PRGC members who took 
the time to open their gardens, share 
their ideas and allow me to take photos. 

Check out their blog: 
powellrivergardenclubblog.blogspot.com

http://powellrivergardenclubblog.blogspot.com
http://powellrivergardenclubblog.blogspot.com
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The Fraser Valley Orchid Society 
The Fraser Valley Orchid Society had their annual Show 
and Sale on October 18th and 19th at George Preston 
Recreation Centre in Langley. It was a great success with 
342 orchids entered and over 365 people attending.  
We donated half of our raffle and 50/50 proceeds to 
the Langley Hospice society. See the two photos below. 

Dianne Gillis 
djgillis@shaw.ca 
http://www.fraservalleyorchidsociety.com

 Club News
The West Vancouver Garden Club 

The West Vancouver Garden Club was formed in 1962, to be a part of 
the 50th Golden Anniversary Celebrations of the District of West 
Vancouver. The founding was spearheaded by Anna Chree and a group 
of avid gardening ladies, around "the kitchen table.” A very active club 
evolved in the community, often reaching out to other organizations on 
the North Shore and across the bridges into Vancouver. Gardening was 
a favourite pastime for many in young growing communities. The West 
Vancouver Garden Club  was registered as a Not-for-Profit Society in 
1963, celebrating its own Golden Anniversary in 2013 at a Jubilee 
Banquet the West Vancouver Yacht Club  ( just after the 100th 
Anniversary of the District). Anna Chree's legacy lives on in the 
magnificent Memorial Fountain at the West Vancouver Recreation 
Centre, and in greenhouses recently provided from proceeds from her 
estate to the West Vancouver Secondary Schools. 

The Club currently meets ten times per year, providing a series of 
informative lectures on a wide range of topics related to gardening, 
horticulture, Nature, the environment — all the great mysteries of the 
plant kingdom. Additional features of interest include: a Plant Table 
where unusual species are to be found; a "Show and Tell" table; trips to 
other gardens and activities in the Lower Mainland (e.g., North Shore 
Arts Council "Art in the Garden,” Master Gardeners Spring Seminar, BC 
Council of Garden Clubs Meetings, Botanical Gardens and Parks, 
participation in West Vancouver Community Day, a monthly Newsletter 
with useful and informative articles and tidbits, etc). We enjoy the social 
camaraderie of our Christmas Party in December, our Strawberry Social 
in June, and our Public fund-raising Plant Sale held in May.  

We welcome anyone and everyone with an interest in gardens and 
gardening to our club. (Photo below: Vernonia, WVGC Plant of the Month) 
Please visit our website: www.westvangardenclub.com. 

Louis K.Peterson (President pro tem)
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 Executive Reports
Ruby Miller, Treasurer 

I can’t believe it has been two months since I last told you what 
the books are looking like! Well, here goes. 

Our Current Assets 
Bank Account $10,502.10                                     
Prepaid Expenses (Quickbooks) $151.20       
Term Deposits $25,762.80                                   
Total $36,416.10                                                   

Profit and Loss 
Income 
Membership $5,873.00                                      
March AGM $5,887.25                                       
Bulletin Income $1,038.91                                  
Interest $266.01                                                
Insurance $23,543.00                                            
Total $36,608.17                                                   
Expenses 
Administration $824.25                                   
March AGM $7,827.11                                       
Bulletin Costs $531.86                                      
Directory $1,690.15                                            
Insurance $25,684.50                                            
Professional Fees $210.00                                
Scholarship Fund $1,974.06                               
Supplies $47.37                                              
Website (for 5 years) $813.24                         
Total $39,602.54                                                   

Profit /Loss To Date -$2,994.37                        

Linda Stanley Wilson, Bulletin Editor 

Please remember that our newsletter deadlines are published on 
the front inside cover page (page 2) and on our website. The 
deadline for our Jan/Feb. issue is December 15. Please submit all 
articles and photos by that date. Please don’t be late, as it is the 
holiday season, a very busy time of year for everyone! 

The deadline for Ads is also the 15th. We must receive both 
your ad and your cheque by the deadline. Advertising forms are 
available online at: http://www.bcgardenclubs.com/bulletin.html. 
You may email the form and ad in, but you must send a cheque 
by regular mail. Contact me with any questions at 
lindasw@mac.com
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More photo highlights from the Powell River Garden Club
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Richard Zuk, Chair 
Scholarship Trust Fund Committee 

 s you know, the Scholarship Trust Fund is under the             
 management of Vancity Community Foundation. They            
issue the awards to the institutes, as decided and instructed by 
our committee, as well as issue tax receipts to those who donate. 
Our Fund for the first 6 months of 2014 has performed as 
follows: 

Scholarship Fund Activity 
 January 1 to June 30, 2014 

Opening Fund Value- Jan. 1, 2014 $222,375.81                         

Add: Donations Received 2,314.00                                              

Add: Net Investment Earnings 15,812.01                                     

Less: Grants Disbursed 8,900.00                                                    

Less: 1% Expense Allocation 1,128.39                                          

Closing Fund Value- June 30, 2014 $230,473.43                        

With the adjustment for the monies received from June 30, 
2014 to September 30, 2014 our fund balance is estimated to 
be $233,000.00 (plus net investment earnings from June 30 to 
September 30, 2014). 

We rely on donations from our member clubs and individuals to 
keep the growth of the fund at a level to allow us to increase the 
value of the awards given and also allow us to consider 
sponsoring new grantees. I would like to acknowledge and 
thank the clubs and individuals for their support so far (See 
table in the next column.) 

It is interesting to note that at this time last year, we had received 
and additional $1,200.00 in donations from various clubs and 
individuals. I ask all of you to please consider a donation to the 
Scholarship Trust Fund. There is no minimum amount required. 

Donations from Clubs and individuals can now be made by 
credit card, debit card and direct transfer from Vancity accounts 
into the Scholarship trust fund through the Vancity Community 
Foundation website. VCF will issue tax receipts directly to the 
donors for amounts over $20.00. As always cheques can also be 
sent to Bev Walsh at 3011 Lazy A Street; Coquitlam, BC 
V3C 3N6; Tel: 604-464-2754 

Summary of Donations and Monies Received 
January 1 to October 15, 2014 

Gift Amount Donor Name                                                                  

 500.00 Vancouver Dahlia Society                                                       

 250.00  Dogwood Garden Club                                                        

 25.00  Fraser Pacific Rose Society                                                       

 25.00  Sandra Peters                                                                            

 200.00  Lynn Valley Garden Club                                                      

 200.00  Penticton & District Garden Club                                         

 250.00  Evergreen Garden Club                                                        

 400.00  New Westminster Garden Club                                           

 44.00  Spos Specialty Products                                                          

 25.00    Vicki Coutu                                                                             

 500.00  Bowen Island Garden Club                                                   

 20.00 Gerri Schmidt                                                                            

 100.00 Alana McAllister-Hoem                                                          

 100.00 Marjorie Boulter                                                                      

 200.00 The Squamish Gardeners                                                       

 100.00 Margaret Wainman                                                                 

 400.00 Mill Bay Garden Club                                                             

 175.00 Table Rentals                                                                           

 $ 3,514.00 Sub Total                                                                         

       

 $1974.06 BC Council of Garden Clubs Scholarship                       
  Trust Fund Reimbursement for                                                         
  2013 Trust Fund Expense Allocation                                                

$5,488.06  Total                                                                                  

The donations we receive are held in perpetuity so any amount 
contributed will continue to generate support for our future 
Horticulturists. 

Submitted by Richard Zuk 
Chair, Scholarship Trust Fund Committee 
October 2014 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Abbotsford Garden Club Gift bag of garden tools                                                               
Arboretum & Botanical Society of Langley 2 prizes: specialty azalea plants                                   
BC Council of Garden Clubs Glass pitcher & glasses                                                          
BC Floral Art Society Potted “Living Art”                                                                       
BC Fuchsia & Geranium Society 2 prizes: cyclamen plants                                                     
BC Guild of Flower Arrangers Basket of bulbs                                                        
Canadian Geranium & Pelargonium Society Electric grass trimmer                                 
Castlegar Garden Club Itoh peony “Julia Rose” plant                                                                   
Chilliwack Garden Club $20 cash                                                                  
Cloverdale Garden Club Glass bowl                                                                
Deep Cove Garden Club Gift bag of 100 bulbs                                                               
Delta Diggers Blue wine carafe                                                                                   
Dogwood Garden Club Orchid plant                                                                 
Fraser Pacific Rose Society Rose plant + magazines                                                              
Fraser South Rhododendron Society Meyer lemon plant                                            
Fraser Valley Dahlia Society Dahlia calendar                                                            
Friends of Park & Tilford Garden Society Container arrangement                                     
Gibsons Garden Club 2 prizes: Calendar; Book                                                                     
Hope Garden Club Pottery bowl of treats                                                                         
Ladner Community Garden Society Basket of bulbs                                              
Langley Garden Club 2 bottles of wine                                                                      
Lynn Valley Garden Club 2 prizes: 50 tulips + 50 narcissi                                                                
Mikey’s & Sandy’s Berry Farm 7 prizes: 2 bags of produce; 5 blueberry plants                                                         
Mission Garden Club Weather-vane garden stake                                                                      
Mount Lehman Garden Club Basket of candles & soap                                                         
New Westminster Horticultural Society Pot Lifter                                        
North Surrey Horticultural Society Basket of bulbs, book, assorted gardening items                                                
North Thompson Valley Garden Club Huge birdhouse                                          
Pacific NW Palm & Exotic Plant Society Banana plant                                         
Peninsula Garden Club Gift bag of assorted jams                                                                   
Point Grey Chrysanthemum Association 2 prizes: Garden mum; Flower& vine clips                                       
Richmond Garden Club Fleece vest                                                                  
Sechelt Garden Club Framed hosta botanical print picture                                                                       
Society of Horticultural & Floral Design Judges of BC Framed collage of tulip photos                 
Sogetsu Vancouver Branch African violet plant                                                             
South Burnaby Garden Club Plastic trug + gloves                                                          
South Delta Evergreen Garden Club Trug of gardening necessities                                             
South Surrey Garden Club Knee pads                                                             
Squamish Gardeners Orchid plant                                                                       
Strathcona Community Garden Society Fig tree                                        
Upper Lonsdale Garden Club 2 prizes: Group of 3 cyclamen; Windmill palm                                                        
Valley Fuchsia & Geranium Society Rudbeckia plant + placemats                                                
Vancouver Dahlia Society $25 gift certificate for April 2015 Tuber Sale                                                               
Vancouver Master Gardeners Ticket for 2: Master Gardeners Spring Seminar                                                        
Vancouver Rhododendron Society Calamondin orange plant                                              
Vancouver Rose Society Grandiflora rose + book                                                                 
Vancouver Shade Garden Society Calathea plant                                                 
Vernon & District Garden Club Mug with treats                                                     
Watergarden Club of BC Giant mushroom                                                                
West Vancouver Garden Club Basket of plants/bulbs/gloves                                                       
White Rock & District Garden Club Garden fairy                                             

 Fall Meeting
DONATIONS 
We want to thank all of the many 
Clubs who donated prizes for our Fall 
Meeting Draw. Everyone looks 
forward to this part of the meeting 
and there were many happy 
recipients of these generous gifts. 
Thank you so much! 

VENDORS 
We would also like to extend a thank 
you to our vendors. It was great to be 
able to hear a little about your 
products and to visit with you during 
the breaks. For our Fall Meeting, the 
Vendors were: 

1. Mikey of Mikey and Sandy’s sells all 
sorts of veggies and berries. 

2. Holly Pender-Love from Castlegar 
brought flyers and information about 
the 2015 Peony Show they will host. 
Castlegar won the 2014 Community 
in Bloom prize. 

3. Chris Jennings said the plants the 
Vancouver Shade Garden Society 
was selling were going fast at our 
meeting. 

4. Bev Welsh from the Fraser Pacific 
Rose Society. 

5. The Kelp Man announced that his 
company has a new construction 
product that replaces concrete block; 
it is a Canadian technology and is 
made from 85% recyclable material. 

6. Bill Bischkoff now has orchids, 
bromeliads and cyclamen listed and 
has recently added Tufa rocks to his 
product line. 

7. Fred Collay from By Nature 
Designs has products for carrying 
plants on vertical surfaces and spoke 
at the meeting on Living Walls. 

8. Jennifer Zuk of Jennifer’s Jiffies.



   Upcoming Events
NOVEMBER 

Friday, November 7th and Sat, November 8th  
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Victoria Flower Arrangers Guild 
2014 Christmas Show 
Cadboro Bay United Church 
2625 Arbutus Rd, Victoria 
Website: www.victoriaflowerarrangers.ca	  

Saturday, November 8th, Noon – 4 p.m. 
Sunday, November 9th, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Pt. Grey Chrysanthemum Association  
Late Chrysanthemum Show & Ikebana Display 
Gardenworks Mandeville Garden 
7746 SE Marine Drive, Burnaby 
Admission: free 
Elaine: 604.277.6429 
David: 604.980.4656 

Thursday, November 13th 
Doors Open: 12:30 pm; Demo: 1:00 pm  
Mid Island Floral Art Club Presents  
A Floral Christmas 
Andrea Strachan -  EMC 
Start the season with an afternoon of inspiring 
designs. Shop our Holiday Boutique! 
The Qualicum Beach Civic Centre 
747 Jones Street, Qualicum Beach, BC 
Tickets $10.00 
Tickets available at Petal & Kettle, Parksville and 
Fresh n Fabulous, Qualicum Beach 
http://www.mifac.jigsy.com

DECEMBER 
Wednesday, December 3rd, 7:30 p.m. 
Pt. Grey Chrysanthemum Association 
Guest Speaker, Ivor Mace 
Floral Hall, VanDusen Garden 
Ivor Mace, the award winning Welsh grower of 
late flowering Large Exhibition chrysanthemum 
cultivars, will present an illustrated talk about his 
experiences with chrysanthemums. Ivor's 
nursery is the largest supplier of Large 
Exhibition chrysanthemums in Europe. All 
gardeners are cordially invited to this special 
evening. 604.261.9219 
www.chrysanthemumsvancouver.com 

Friday- Sunday, December 5-7; 12-14; 17-21  
5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
Milner Garden & Woodlands 
Milner Christmas Magic 
2179 West Island Highway, Qualicum Beach 
Outdoor Christmas light show for the whole 
family to enjoy. Over half a kilometre of lit and 
decorated trails. Santa, live Christmas music, 
Teddy Bear Cottage, Storytelling, Refreshments, 
Tearoom. Onsite shuttle for mobility challenged. 
We suggest you bring a flashlight. Sorry, we are 
unable to take reservations for the tea room. All 
entry donations help support the garden. 
Suggested donation: $5/adult, $2.50/child, 
$12.50/family.  250-752-6153 
Website: www.milnergardens.org

SUBMISSION INFORMATION 
To submit Calendar items for future issues of 
the Bulletin, please send your information to: 
newsletter@bcgardenclubs.com.  

Format:  
Day, Date, Time 
Group Name and Name of Event 
Admission Details  
Complete Location Details 
Contact or More Info 
Website, if available

http://www.victoriaflowerarrangers.ca/
http://www.mifac.jigsy.com
http://www.victoriaflowerarrangers.ca/
http://www.mifac.jigsy.com
http://www.milnergardens.org/
http://www.milnergardens.org/
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JOIN US! CHELSEA GARDENS SHOW & SEE ENGLAND’S COUNTRY GARDENS! 
MAY 15 – 24, 2015! ... The Mother Of All Garden Tours! 

Discover Darling, Delightful, Exclusive Gardens, Flowers & Feasts on our ‘Guaranteed-To-Go’ Tour 
• Sightseeing Highlights: Chelsea Gardens Show, London City Tour, Hampton Court Palace/Gardens, 

Sheffield Park & Gardens, Kew Gardens, BlueBell Steam Train, Sussex Coastline to Brighton, Dover, 
UNESCO Canterbury Cathedral & Gardens, Exclusive Cream Tea, Excursion to poetic Sissinghurst Gardens, 
Victorian Spa Town/Gardens of Royal Tunbridge Wells, Hever Castle & award-winning Gardens, Tour to 
Churchill’s Chartwell Gardens/Preserved Home & more! Optional tours available.

• Tour from $2999 CAD pp (based on twin occupancy); Single Supp: $898pp; Single Share Program. 
• Deposit: $250 pp; Balance Jan. 5, 2015. 
• Tour Includes:  Chelsea Gardens Show, Insider Experiences & Sightseeing Per Itinerary, Admissions, 

Accommodation, Several Meals, Porterage; Experienced Travel Director, Driver, Luxury A/C Coach with 
WiFi, Country Cream Tea, & Taxes/Fees/Hotel Tips Per Tour Itinerary! 

Call:  AJI FLISS, ACC
Garden Group Adventure Vacation Specialist
Travel Connoisseurs Club
Ph #1.250.898.3358
afliss@shaw.ca 
www.travelandcruiseclub.com
Consumer Protection C Reg #54575. Rates/itinerary subject to change

  

 

 
Garden Club Member Appreciation 

 
 

    33% Off Any One Item  
  at  

    Country Garden Store 
 

One time use only between   
November 3 - 28, 2014. 

 
No cash value. Cannot be combined with other offers 

or discounts. Not valid on bulk products,  
floral designs or wire orders.   

10015 Young Rd. Chilliwack   www.mintergardens.com 

 Don’t miss our Gift, Craft & Antique Fair November 8 & 9 

 Traditional events meet modern style! Get the latest trends and 
classic designs in holiday plants and décor for your home, your 

tree and your front porch! 

 Visit us for the freshest live trees, snow flocked trees, unique 
wreaths, the newest varieties of poinsettias and wow! seasonal 

outdoor décor 

 See our website for details about our Christmas Train Rides, 
Family Fun Days, Owl Visits, SPCA Photos,  

Santa Visits and more coming in December 

Destination Garden Centre • Nursery • Fashion • Café  
Specialty Boutiques • Family Events • Open All Year 

10015 Young Rd. Chilliwack  p. 604.792.6612  
www.mintergardens.com 

‘mintergardening’ 
on social media 

10015 Young Rd. Chilliwack     www.mintergardens.com 

Garden Club Member Appreciation 
 
 

One Free Coffee at our  
Callicarpa Café 

 
Enjoy a regular sized, freshly 

brewed cup of illy European coffee while 
you shop! 

 
No purchase necessary. 

Valid December 1 - 24, 2014. 
No cash value. Cannot be combined with other offers 

or discounts. One time use only.   

Great Christmas Events at   
Minter Country Garden Store 
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 Club News

The Colour Of Fall                
The onset of late autumn leaves gardens mostly devoid of 
colour except for the colourful swan song of those last beautiful 
chrysanthemums. For chrysanthemum lovers, November marks 
a final colourful exhibition followed by an early December 
celebrity visit from the U.K. Ivor Mace is known everywhere for 
his outstanding contribution to the cultivation and preservation 
of chrysanthemums. Members of the Vancouver Club and 
Lower Mainland gardeners may wish to make a note of the 
comments below. 

In the meantime, the Vancouver Chrysanthemum Club puts on 
its Late Show November 8th and 9th (see Upcoming Events, 
Page 10). At the show, you are likely to see magnificent large 
exhibition chrysanthemums in addition to a wide variety of 
other cultivars. Come rain or shine, taking in this show presents 
a sight for sore eyes for chrysanthemum growers and gardeners 
of all ages. Our members are friendly and only too pleased to 
answer questions and share experiences of cultivating the 
world’s second most popular blooms.  

Over 75 years ago, when the club was first formed, every 
neighbourhood had a chrysanthemum club with scores in the 
Lower Mainland. Today only one survives on the B.C. Mainland. 
The objective of the club is to cultivate, conserve and display 
about thirty cultivars most suitable to the local soil conditions 
and climate. This is the second of two annual shows which 
follow a publicly announced annual Spring Sale of rooted 
cuttings, thus prolonging the species and bringing in more 
enthusiasts from Vancouver and further afield. 

The Club meets at VanDusen Garden on the first Thursday of 
most months at 7:30 in the evening, providing an eclectic social 
group exchanging ideas, stories, banter and amusement with 
snacks and drinks. The club hosts a website – 
vancouverchrysanthemums.com and maintains membership and 
close liaison with related clubs. 

Chrysanthemums keep members busy throughout the year but 
as the growing season draws to a close, we have a notable guest 
appearance by the celebrity grower – Mr. Ivor Mace. Of the 
prime of chrysanthemums generally, of which there are over a 
hundred, many generally cycle through a peak to decline as 
endangered species, although there are exceptions. There are 
presently only about 20 Japs in their prime. Ivor regards his 
role, supported by 100 or so followers, as that of custodian of 
these much sort after prize winning cultivars. It is therefore 
critical to continue to cultivate new, better and healthier 
chrysanthemums for professional and amateur growers the 
world over. 

In recent years Ivor has turned his attention to the production 
of publications to highlight his methods and experiences. His 
latest – the 440 page illustrated ‘Chrysanthemums – the 
Ultimate Ebook’ is available on line. It is with great pleasure that 
Vancouver welcomes a visit from Ivor Mace on December 3rd 
(see ad in this issue). Ivor will meet with chrysanthemum lovers 
and guests to discuss the growing of Large Exhibition 
Chrysanthemums and present a colourful video presentation of 
his most spectacular blooms and successes. Admission is free.  
Following the talk there will be a question and answer period 
followed by refreshments.  A cordial welcome is extended to all 
keen gardeners.

Point Grey 
Chrysanthemum Club
Marie Ogryzlo,  
Pt. Grey Chrysanthemum Club 


