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President’s Message
What a great meeting we had! If you were there, you know all about it.
Our speakers dealt with a variety of topics--all very interesting.
Karen Myskiw shared some insights on growing in small urban gardens —
in particular growing vegetables, something more and more of us are wanting to
do in our city gardens. The use of vertical space can be achieved in many ways
and is suitable for a number of vegetables.
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We were all very impressed with Joshua Yu, a 16 year old high school student
who is already a well-established breeder of butterflies. He gave us all the ins and
outs of raising our own butterflies as well as the importance of providing these
creatures with habitat, and in supporting our native species. He was an extremely
knowledgeable and entertaining speaker. It was reassuring to see that there are
young people who are interested in preserving our native critters.
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Steve Whysall’s visual tour of many of the important gardens of the world proved
that new ideas and new points of view can be inspired by gardens. We visited
Romantic Gardens, Gardens Built With A Purpose (There were some interesting
reasons why people built some of the large impressive gardens of Europe.) and
Gardens That Changed The World.
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And of course, the afternoon ended with our world famous door draw with some
fabulous prizes donated by the clubs in attendance. We thank them all for their
generous donations.
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Sandy & Mikey Farms donated a beautiful living wreath that was created especially
for the BC Council of Garden Clubs and taken home by Louis Peterson.
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The winners of the First Ever Photo Contest were announced and their photos
shown. The winners received a $25 gift certificate from Lee Valley Tools. All the
photos submitted will be available for viewing on our website shortly.
On the business side, two Notice of Motions were presented. They are included
in this Bulletin, as well as on the website, for your review. These will be presented
and voted on at the 2016 Annual General Meeting. These Notice of Motions have
been given to your attending delegates to present to you. Please review and
discuss them. If you have any suggestions for improvements, please make sure
your Delegate brings them to the AGM. At the AGM these motions will be open for
discussion. There will be a post on our website within the next few weeks which
will allow comments.
AND speaking of the 2016 Annual General Meeting, we are STILL in need of two
volunteers to act as the Nominations Committee to accept nominations and to
run the election. This is an important role and one that does not require a big time
commitment. You will not be required to attend Board Meetings.

FRONT COVER: Photo Contest winners: Pam Fraser, Trisha Lees, Leahann Mohle, Leslie Stowell. See also page 11.
BACK COVER: Photo Contest entries: Pam Fraser, Nathan Gurvich, Trisha Lees, Holly Pender-Love , Dawn Mckersie, Leahann Mohle, Gillian Roberts,
Wayne Smith, Leslie Stowell, Jyl Tuck.
FALL MEETING PHOTOS: By Keith Harris.
NEXT ISSUE OF THE BULLETIN: The deadline for the January/February issue of The Bulletin is the 15th of December.
Please send your events and articles to: newsletter@bcgardenclubs.com

Note: You can also list your event directly onto the website: bcgardenclubs.com/wp/events/events-form
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President’s Message (cont’d.)
We will be electing the following positions —
1st Vice-President, Treasurer, Bulletin Editor and Scholarship
Trust Committee. Details on these positions are available
on the website. The position of Bulletin Editor may change
depending on whether or not the amendment to that
position is passed at the AGM.
If you or someone you know is interested in running for
any of the above positions, please contact the Nomination
Committee (and since we do not have one at the moment,
please contact me at president@bcgardenclubs.com).

So mark your calendar for March 12, 2016 for the 2016 Annual
General Meeting of the BC Council of Garden Clubs.
And in the meantime, on behalf of the Executive Board,
I wish you and yours a safe and happy Christmas and
a New Year filled with the best of wishes.
Barbara Puchala
President

1st Vice President’s Report
The Judges Manual Committee has been meeting and is in
the process of revising the Judges Manual. It should be available in a few months. We are working on adding new plants
along with an Appendix, expanded Glossary, list of Common
and Latin names and an Index.

The Judges List has been updated as some contact information
has changed. The website does not have the Judges List yet,
so if you are looking for a Judge please e-mail me with your
name, club name, mailing address and postal code and I will
mail you a hard copy.
The Speakers List is on the website. Click on the Speakers
name to open up a window with more information. New
speakers may also have their names added to the Speakers
List by accessing our website and filling out the information
page right on the website. They can also e-mail me and
I can send them a form to fill out so that I can enter their
information on the website.
If you would like to forward the name of a speaker that you
think should be added to the Speakers List, please contact
me at the e-mail address below. I’m always looking for new
Speakers.
If there is a topic that your club would like to have added to
the Speakers List please let me know, I will look for someone
who can speak on that topic.
The Club Events are listed on the website. Check it out! If
your club is having an event (plant sale, flower and garden
show, special guest speaker ,etc.) please fill out the form on
our website it is very easy! If I can do it, anyone can!
Hope you have had a wonderful year in your garden!
Cindy Tataryn
1st Vice President
1vicepresident@bcgardenclubs.com
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Motions to be voted on at 2016 AGM
NOTICE OF MOTION
Amendment #4 – Past President
Motion to add the following to the Constitution of the BC Council of Garden Clubs Article 3
“The Immediate Past President shall be a member of the Executive Board with voice and vote
or a period of two years following the election of a new President to provide continuity and
context. Thereafter, the Immediate Past President shall no longer be a member of the
Executive Board but may attend Board meeting with voice and with no vote.”
(on passing, this would become Article 3 – 1 a.)
RATIONALE:
Currently the Immediate Past President is a member of the Board with voice and vote for the duration
of the current President’s term. As such, the Immediate Past President has a duty to the Council as
a Board member for up to a possible 4 years, this after having served 2 or 4 years as President. This
limitation provides the Immediate Past President with a shorter period of service while still give them
the opportunity to continue to participate without the obligation of being a Board Member.

NOTICE OF MOTION — Amendment #5
ARTICLE 3 – ELECTIONS AND APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS

1. There shall be six (6) officers (“Officers”), these being the President, Secretary,
Treasurer, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Director (Bulletin Editor).
These six (6) positions plus the Chairperson of the Scholarship Trust Fund (STF) and the
immediate Past President constitute the Executive who all have voting privileges.
PROPOSED CHANGES:
Remove “(Bulletin Editor)” from this paragraph.
Replace “Director” with “Communications Coordinator”
RATIONALE:
The Council has been making use of various electronic methods of communication with its
members, including the website, e-newsletter, FaceBook, emails, in additional to its printed newsletter
The Bulletin. As social media expands and grows, other methods may become available for
communications with the membership.
The re-definition of this role would enable a change to the responsibilities of this Board Member to
include all aspects of communications to ensure that the same information is being distributed through
all communications channels. It would also provide additional volunteer opportunities for our members.
We would be able to recruit volunteers for the various aspects of our communications – ie webmaster,
Bulletin Editor, Facebook moderator, etc. The position would be responsible for co-ordinating all these
efforts, not to actually do all these tasks, and to ensure these tasks are completed in a timely manner.
The task of editing the Bulletin is time intensive. Some possible editors have been reluctant to commit
to the additional time of attending Board Meetings as well. Our current editor has been happy to
assist in editing the Bulletin, but has made it clear that she is unable to attend Board Meetings.
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Draw Prize Donations

DONATIONS FOR THE FALL BC COUNCIL MEETING DRAW, OCTOBER 24, 2015
BC Fuchsia & Begonia Society

Basket of gardening goodies

BC Guild of Flower Arrangers

Basket of spring bulbs

BC Society of Horticultural & Floral Design Judges
Burnaby Rhododendron & Gardens Association

Chrysanthemum plant with scarecrow
Carex ‘Ice Dance’ plant

Canadian Geranium & Pelargonium Society

Totem of owls sculpture

Chilliwack Garden Club

Hydrangea ‘Bo Bo’ plant

Cloverdale Garden Club

$20 cash

David Hunter, Surrey

Bird feeder

Deep Cove Garden Club

Heuchera plant

Dogwood Garden Club

Orchid plant

Dunbar Garden Club

Professional leaf rake

Fraser Pacific Rose Society

Basket of books

Fraser Valley Dahlia Society

Hand painted metal bowl

Fraser Valley Orchid Society

Nautical arrangement in basket plus books

Friends of Park & Tilford Garden Society
Gibsons Garden Club

Fall planter

Hope Garden Club

Bulbs in handcrafted bowl

Langley Garden Club

Harvey’s Bristol Cream + Blueberry Dessert Wine

Lynn Valley Garden Club

3 chrysanthemum plants

Maple Ridge Garden Club

2 adorned tropical plants + solar cat

Mikey & Sandy’s Berry Farm

Living wreath

Mount Lehman Garden Club

Door Mat

New Westminster Horticultural Society
North Surrey Horticultural Society
Pitt Meadows Garden Club

Sogetsu Vancouver Branch

Wood planter with bulbs
Anthurium plant

South Burnaby Garden Club

Watering can & bulbs

South Delta Evergreen Garden Club

Fiskars set

South Surrey Garden Club

Set of Linda Chalker-Scott books

Squamish Gardeners

Metal container of garden tools & bulbs

Upper Lonsdale Garden Club

Basket of cyclamen plants

Vancouver African Violet & Gesneriad Society

Water Garden Club of BC

Windmill palm plant
Rustic bird house

Point Grey Chrysantheum Association

Vancouver Shade Garden Society

Tool bag

Basket of garden tools & wine

PoCo Garden Club

Vancouver Master Gardeners

Thanks to Audrey Barnes
and the New Westminster
Horticultural Society
for running the Prize Draw.
You do a wonderful job!

Azalea plant

Pacific Northwest Palm & Exotic Plant Society

Vancouver Dahlia Sociery

Basket of spring bulbs

Calendar
$25 tuber sale certificate
Double pass for Master Gardeners’ Spring Seminar
Sarcococca confusa plant
Canvas print

Thank you for your donations!
5

Treasurer’s Report
Well, another two months have passed and it has been quiet
until after the Fall Meeting when I got busy entering all the
data from that meeting.

I am also told the insurance premiums will stay the same
next year, so that can be done at the same time (that’s why
it’s on the same form)!

Now is “RENEWAL TIME”.

Also, have you given us your input yet? Is it worth sending
out The Bulletin, or, just put it on the website?

You all remember that it is renewal time, right? In this issue,
you will find those dreaded forms to transfer funds from your
accounts to ours. Yes, membership is due again for 2016.
Although some of you have just paid 2015, it is due now for
2016. Let’s all renew on time this year! Please!

And, finally, I hope you enjoyed the speakers at the meeting
on October 24th.
Ruby Miller, Treasurer

Secretary’s Report
It has been an interesting time as secretary of the Council,
I’m still learning about my responsibilities. The members
of the Board have been very supportive and I’m enjoying
being a part of the Board. As Secretary, I’m responsible for
membership which includes working with the Treasurer in
conducting the annual renewing of affiliations and liability
insurance. This has been a time intensive process and we
have been working on streamlining the process and making
it easier and more accurate.
I’m also responsible for overseeing the Special Events
Committee and this has been loads of fun. I thoroughly
enjoyed participating in our display at the VanDusen
celebration.
Affiliation and liability insurance forms: we have now
received the information for the liability rates from the
insurance company. There are no changes to the current.
Affiliation forms are now being prepared and information
on the affiliation process for 2016 will be in this issue
of the Bulletin. Information will also be available on our
website at the same time.
We will be implementing a new system this year.
We are hoping this will reduce errors and reduce the
amount of work that is required in processing these
forms and payments.
Special Events Committee: The committee participated in
the 40th anniversary celebration of VanDusen Gardens with
a table display which showcased BC garden clubs. We had
representation there from a specialty club, a general interest
garden club and a community garden as well as the
BC Council of Garden Clubs. This event was reported in the
Bulletin. It was a great opportunity to talk to the public
about the benefits of belonging to a garden club.
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We need volunteers who can help spread the word about
gardening clubs. If you’re willing to spare a few hours, or if
you know of any upcoming community (or club) event where
the Council can set up a table top display, please contact me.
Margaret Spratt, Secretary

Scholarship Trust Fund
We want to thank all those who have donated to the Scholarship Fund. As of October 15, 2015 our donation list is as follows:
DATE

donor Name

09/29/15

Emily Budinski

08/06/15

Ladner Community Garden Society

500.00

08/06/15

Evergreen Garden Club

500.00

08/06/15

Penticton & District Garden Club

200.00

03/06/15

Dr. Tom Baumann

450.00

26/05/15

Gibsons Garden Club

250.00

01/05/15

Upper Lonsdale Garden Club

100.00

24/04/15

Dunbar garden Club

30/03/15

Vancouver Shade Garden Society

25.00

26/03/15

North Surrey Horticultural Society

200.00

23/03/15

Gordon Head Garden Club

23/03/15

Dogwood Garden Club

250.00

18/03/15

Anonymous

100.00

18/03/15

Sandra A. Peters

18/03/15

The Garden Club of Vancouver

500.00

12/03/15

New Westminister Horticultural Society

400.00

12/03/15

South Burnaby Garden Club

100.00

10/03/15

Lynn Valley Garden Club

200.00

Total YTD

Gift Amount
50.00

1000.00

50.00

25.00

$4900.00

We received the report of the valuation of our fund with VanCity as of June 15, 2015. As of that date, the value of the
Scholarship Trust Fund was $250,797.09. The annual valuation will be as of December 31, 2015 and we should have the report
of this valuation sometime in early March 2016. Our scholarship awards will be determined by the annual valuation.
This fund currently allows us to provide 11 scholarships each year ranging in value from $500 to $1,000. The total amount
of our awards over the past few years are as follows;
2013 – $7,750 2014 – $8,900 2015 - $9,400
Donations from clubs and individuals can now be made by credit card, debit card and direct transfer from Vancity accounts
into the Scholarship trust fund through the Vancity Community Foundation website. VCF will issue tax receipts directly to the
donors for amounts over $20.00. The donations we receive are held in perpetuity so any amount contributed will continue to
generate support to our future Horticulturists.
Finally we would like to thank the vendors that participated in the Fall Meeting. Table fees from these vendors go to the
Scholarship Trust Fund. The six vendors were: Mickey & Sandy’s Berry Farm; Vancouver Shade Garden Society; Metamorphic
Farms; Ian Efford; Kelpman and Fraser Valley Orchid Society
Thank you!
Richard Zuk, Chair
Scholarship Trust Fund Committee
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Fall Meeting, October 24, 2015
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The Peninsula Garden Club Celebrates 60 Years of Growth
by Glenda Wilkinson

Keynote speaker: Dan Hinkley

Bodine Hall at the Mary Winspear Centre, Sidney

On Saturday, October 3rd, the Peninsula Garden Club celebrated becoming sixty years old.
It all began on a summer evening in 1955, when 10 Peninsula gardeners got together
to talk about gardening. Sixty years later, we have 250 members who meet ten times
each year to learn, talk, show what they grow & have fun!
The anniversary celebration took place in the Bodine Hall at the Mary Winspear Centre in
Sidney. Dan Hinkley presented information about many notable plants in the past
60 years. There were 143 member-grown garden items on display and vendors were
there to show their wares and donate prizes too! The venue was beautiful, the raffle
prizes were fantastic and we all enjoyed a lunch that was prepared and presented by
Truffles Catering. All in all, it was a fantastic day!
Congratulations to the club! We look forward to another 60!

Your Club’s News
As a member of the BC Council of Garden clubs your club is welcome to submit an article for the Bulletin.
Let others in the province know what your club is all about and what it has been up to — maybe you’ve
just had an event and you have some photos to show us all. Great! I look forward to your submission(s).
Please send your article and photo(s) to: newsletter@bcgardenclubs.com
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Victoria Flower Artist’s Guild 2015
by Roz Mellander

News from Victoria
This year the Guild celebrated 47 years of inspiring members
to develop their skills and creativity. We have been busy and
our monthly newsletter, Petals Plus, has a minimum of 7 pages
of activities and pictures of Guild members’ designs. “Petals
Plus” can be found at our website: victoriafloralartists.ca
Our workshops continue to emphasize the Principals and
Elements of Design. Members, this year, have explored
Rhythm, Scale, and Balance. We also introduced a new
design, Landscape of the Imagination — a Team Challenge.
Each Workshop had a waiting list!
Our highlight this year was Hitomi Gillam’s presentation
on Transparency in April. We had a full house at the Garth
Homer Centre, Victoria. Hitomi continues to encourage
us to use what we have around the house and garden and
her inspiration has raised the challenge for members at our
monthly Parlour Shows.
We are very active in our community with Guild members
participating in the following:
• Hobby and Craft Show, March 2015

Designed by Susan Currie and chosen as Best in Show in the Judged
Category ‘Scaled to Perfection’. Photo by Linda Petch.

• Coast Collective ‘Bloom’, April 2015
• 1
 50th Anniversary, Christ Church Cathedral,
Victoria, June 2015

• L and Art, Art and Music in the Garden at Horticultural
Centre of the Pacific, August 2015
• H
 ouse Tours, major fundraiser, Art
Gallery of Greater
Victoria, September 2015

Leading tours to Cuba since 1994

Tom Robertson of Cuba1tours, Courtenay, BC
in conjunction with Square1travel, is offering
you a chance to visit a number of organic and botanical gardens
in Cuba and to experience the culture and history of this
changing island. This tour is fully escorted with local experts at
each garden. The tour is limited to twenty, so early registration
is necessary. Complete tour details at www.cuba1tours.com
or contact Tom at tom@cuba1tours.com
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In addition, for over 25 years, a team
of Guild members has volunteered
at Government House designing and
producing the floral arrangements at
the special events as well as those for
the private rooms of our Lt. Governor.
As I write this we are preparing for
our Fall show, Oct 13th which is sure
to be another outstanding show and
then it is party time with our Christmas
Show for members in November.
The next time you are in Victoria, 2nd
Tuesday of the month, please let us
know so we can welcome you to one
of our meetings. There is always coffee
and wonderful treats!
victoriaflowerarrangers.ca

Coming Events

Visiting Speaker
from the UK

Additional events may be viewed on the website: bcgardenclubs.com/wp/events/

saturday, november 7 &
sunday, november 8

THURSDAY, november 19

Pt. Grey Chrysanthemum Association
Late Chrysanthemum Show
Saturday – Noon to 4 pm
Sunday – 10 am to 4 pm
GardenWorks Mandeville
4746 SE Marine Drive, Burnaby

For more events, go to:
bcgardenclubs.com/wp/events/

If your club would like a listing on
the website you can enter it directly
onto the webpage.
Just fill out the form online:
bcgardenclubs.com/wp/events/
events-form

Mid Island Floral Art Club

Christmas Gala
Noon to 4 pm
Qualicum Beach Civic Centre
Jones Drive, Qualicum Beach
Guest floral artist Andrea Strachan will
demonstrate several ways to use flowers for
Christmas. The members of Mid Island Floral
Art Club have created many hand made items
for sale at the event. Please join us for this
event. Tickets will be available at Mulberry
Bookstores in Parksville and Qualicum.
Contact information: mifac.org

Vancouver Rhododendron Society

Monthly Meeting and Guest Speaker
7:30 to 9 pm
VanDusen Gardens, Floral Hall
5251 Oak Street, Vancouver
Guest Speaker, Sean Rafferty will be guiding
us through his 2014 exploration of the Indian
Himalayas, a trip led by Steve Hootman.
Contact information: rhodovanbc.org

FIRST EVER PHOTO CONTEST!!!
Here are the top five photos. Congratulations to the winners and to all who
entered. Please check our website, bcgardenclubs.com for more information on
the contest and the winning photos.

I live in England and for many years
I have been giving lectures on
a variety of plant and travel related
subjects. I talk mainly to gardening
clubs or botanical societies and my
special interest is in Sempevivums
and related plants.
The reason that I am writing to you
is that for the month of December
this year I will be staying with
a friend who lives in New Westminster and I was wondering if,
while I was in the Vancouver area,
there would be any local group
who would like to see one of my
presentations.
The main reason for giving a talk
would be to meet other plant
enthusiasts so I would be happy to
talk without charging a fee. I could
bring a variety of presentations on
a USB drive or on my iPad but would
need the use of a digital projector
and screen.
I realise that most societies plan
their talks programme for at least
a year ahead, and that December
is a month when there is usually a
lot of other things on. if your club
is interested, please email me at:
hw@fernwood-nursery.co.uka for
more information. I can send you
a copy of my talks leaflet which
gives brief biographical details
and a list of the main topics in
my talks.
Howard Wills, Fernwood Nursery
www.fernwood-nursery.co.uk

1 L eahann Mohle
Shuswap Garden Club

2 Leahann Mohle
Shuswap Garden Club

3 L eslie Stowell
Vancouver Fuchsia
& Begonia Club

Great British Gardens
“Great Britain has a large number
of wonderful gardens showing an
incredible range of plants and
a fascinating diversity of gardening
styles. In this talk I describe a
selection of gardens that are open
to the public and which I have
particularly enjoyed visiting.”

4 T risha Lees
PoCo Garden Club

5 Pam Fraser
Ladysmith Saltaire
Garden Club
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